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Islam lays great emphasis on animai rights and man's responsibility
for their welfare. This pamphiet contains a few short selections as
examples.
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"The Holy Prophet Muhammad (S) was asked by his companions if
kindness to animals was rewarded in the life hereafter. He replied:
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Yes, there is a meritorious reward for kindness to every living
creature'." (Bhukhari)
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STATUS OF ANIMALS
All creatures on earth are sentient beings. "There is not an animal on earth, nor a bird
that flies on its wings — but they are communities like you." (The Qur'an, 6:38)
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SANCTITY OF LIFE

"The Holy Prophet (S) admonished: 'Avoid the seven abominations [sins], and for one
ofthe sins he recited the following verse ofthe Qu'ran: ’Andkill not aliving creature, which
Allah has made sacrosant, except for a justifiable reason’.”

(Al-Tirmidhi and Al-Nasai); (The Qu'ran, 6: 151 and 17: 33)

"The Holy Prophet (S) said: ‘One who kills even asparrow or anythingsmaller, without
a justifiable reason, will be answerable to Allah." When asked what would be a

justmable reason, he replied: 'to slaughter it for food — not to kill and discard it."
(Ahmad and Al-Nasai)
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GENERAL TREATMENT
"The Holy Prophet (S) told of a prostitute who, on a hot summer day, saw a thirsty dog
hovering around a well, lolling his tongue. She lowered her socks down the well and
‘watered the dog. Allah forgave all her sins [for this one act kindness]"
(Muslim)
"“The Holy Prophet (S) narrated a vision in which he saw a woman being chastised
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after death because she had confined a cat during her life on earth without feeding
and watering it, or even letting it free so that it could feed itself.”
(Muslim)
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PHYSICAL INJURY
"The Holy Prophet (S) forbade the beating, or the branding of animals. Once he saw
adonkey branded on its face and said: 'may Allah condemn the one who brandedit"."
(Muslim)
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BEASTS OF BURDEN
“The Holy Prophet (S) passed a camel who was so emancipated that his back had
shrunk to its belly, and said: 'fear God in these beasts — ride them in good health and
‘ free them from work while they are still in good health"."
‘ (Abu Dawud)
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CAGING
"The Holy Prophet (S) said: 'lt is a great sin for man to imprison those animals which
are in his power"."
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(Muslim)
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There are numerous Islamic laws forbidding vivisection (Al-muthla) on a live



animal. Ibn'Umar reported the Holy Prophet (S) as having condemned those who
mutilate any part of an animal's body while it is alive.

(Ahmad and other aurhont:es)
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ANIMAL BAITING AND BLOOD SPORTS
"The Holy Prophet (S) forbade the setting up of animals to fight each other."
(Abu Dawud and Tirmidhi)
"The Holy Prophet (S) condemned those who pinion and restrain animalsinany other
way for the purpose of target shooting (Al-Masburah and Al-Mujaththamah).
(Muslim)
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RELIGIOUS SACRIFICE OF ANIMALS

"Their flesh will never reach Allah, nor their blood — but your devotion and piety will
reach Him."

(The Qur'an, 22: 37)
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